[DNA methylation in salivary adenoid cystic carcinoma cell lines].
To investigate the promoter methylation status of tumor suppressor gene and the relationship between promoter methylation and mRNA, protein expression of tumor suppressor gene in salivary adenoid cystic carcinoma (ACC) cell lines. Promoter methylation status of E-cad, p16, RASSF1A, DAPK, and MGMT was determined by methylation-specific polymerase chain reaction (MSP) in ACC cell lines, ACC-2, ACC-3, and ACC-M. E-cad, p16 protein and mRNA expression was also examined by IHC and RT-PCR in 3 ACC cell lines. All the three salivary ACC cell lines exhibited E-cad, p16 promoter methylation, but no methylation of RASSF1A, DAPK, and MGMT was found. There was p16 protein and mRNA expression but no E-cad expression in 3 ACC cell lines. The results suggest that in ACC cell lines, promoter methylation of E-cad, p16 is a common event, and promoter methylation may be one of the major mechanism for inactivation of E-cad.